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THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 

THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 

DECEMBER 31, 1906 

The interest of the public in the Museum has never been 
greater at any time in its history than during the past year. 
This has been manifested by a marked increase in the member- 
ship and in the number of gifts as well as by the largest attend- 
ance, both of visitors and students, which the Museum has 
ever recorded. 

The addition to the membership is 715, classified as 
follows : 

Fellows in Perpetuity, contributing $5,000 11 

Fellows for Life, contributing $1,000 8 

Fellowship Members, contributing $100 per annum. . 21 

Sustaining Members, contributing $25 per annum .... 66 

Annual Members, contributing $10 per annum 609 

During the year the Museum has received gifts, from 
sources other than the Egypt Exploration Fund, of 444 differ- 
ent objects, from 91 different persons. Of these gifts fifty-nine 
were paintings and eight sculptures. 

The attendance during the year was 761,476 and the 
number of students' permits to copy was 791. 

The largest attendance on any day was that on Washing- 
ton's Birthday, February 22nd, when the number was 11,775. 

This is a most gratifying response to the efforts of the 
Museum to enlarge its usefulness to the people. 
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The most noticeable evidence, however, of pubHc interest 
in the Museum comes from the hearty co-operation of our city 
authorities witli whom the Museum has official relations — 
the Mayor, the Comptroller, and the President of the Depart- 
ment of Parks. Municipal interest in the enlargement of the 
Museum is voiced by the annual Message of Mayor McClellan 
to the Board of Aldermen, which contains the following 
statement : 

" I need hardly call to the attention of your Honorable Board the 
great importance of completing the proposed additions to the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art in Central Park. The present museum is inade- 
quate for the proper display of the Citsr's art collections, and, as these 
increase in number and value with every year, it is imperative that no 
obstacle be placed in the way of the work. The expense is necessarily 
large, but constitutes a burden which I feel certain the tax payers will 
cheerfully assume. 

"I urgently recommend that plans for the completed structure be 
authorized at once, and that these plans when adopted, be final. I 
recommend to your Honorable Board that money for the work be 
provided at the rate of $750,000 a year, for a period of ten years, by 
issues of Corporate Stock. This annual allowance will, in the judg- 
ment of those who have given careful study to the matter, keep the 
work of construction at its maximum, and distribute the expense to the 
City over a number of years." 

The increase of the Museum's collections by purchase has 
also been greater than ever before. One thousand and fifty- 
two objects have been so added to our collections, of which 
fifty-four are paintings and thirty sculptures. 

The activities of the Museum staff have grown in even 
greater proportion. More than 6,000 different objects of art, 
in addition to those accepted, have been brought to our atten- 
tion, either for purchase or gift, all of which required corres- 
pondence and investigation and of these, more than 1,000 were 
brought to the Museum on approval and were declined and 
returned to their owners. 

Changes in the Museum Staff 

Mr. Albert M. Lythgoe has been appointed Curator of 
Egyptian Art. Mr. Lythgoe is a native of Providence, R. I. 
He graduated at Harvard University in 1892 and received 
the degree of A. M. there in 1897. He began his study of 
Egyptology under Professor Wiedemann of Bonn, and went 
later to Egypt, where from 1899 to 1904 he was associated 
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with Dr. Reisner in charge of the excavations which were con- 
ducted under the patronage of Mrs. Phoebe Hearst for the 
University of California. More recently, he has been Curator 
of the Department of Egyptian Art in the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts, and instructor in Egyptology at Harvard University. 

Mr. John H. Buck has been appointed Curator of Metal- 
work. Mr. Buck is a native of Devonshire, England, where 
he was born in 1848. He was brought up in the architectural 
profession and came to this country in 1876. Of late years 
he has been in the service of the Gorham Company as an 
expert. Mr. Buck is the author of several books and pamphlets 
on silverware and has contributed frequently to magazines and 
other publications. 

Dr. Bashford Dean, Professor of Zoology at Columbia 
University, to whom we are indebted for the arrangement of 
the Dino collection of European armor, and for a catalogue of 
that collection, has generously consented to act as Curator of 
Arms and Armor, and has been so appointed. 

Others whose names appear for the first time upon our 
staff in the Annual Report are Dr. Charles R. Gillett, of the 
Union Theological Seminary, Assistant Curator, his duties to 
be divided between the Egyptian Department and the Cesnola 
Collection of Cypriote Antiquities and the following assistants : 
Miss Frances Morris, Miss Gisela M. A. Richter and Mr 
Clarence Hoblitzelle, Jr. 

The office of Registrar was established in the early part 
of the year, and Mr. Patrick H. Reynolds, who has been for 
many years in the service of the Museum, was appointed to 
this position. 

The duties of this officer have been systematized and co- 
ordinated to those of the Director and other members of the 
Museum staff. All objects of art offered, either by way of gift 
or purchase, are received by him, and duly receipted for. 
If not accepted, they are returned to the owner by him. 
After the Trustees have accepted an object, it is immediately 
numbered, accessioned, sent to the photographer's studio to be 
photographed, returned to the Registrar's office, there to 
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await placement in the room for recent accessions. A list for 
the monthly Bulletin, classifying and describing the different 
objects, is then prepared and temporary labels are attached to 
those so accepted. 

The business of the Museum in receiving and dealing 
with all objects of art has been thoroughly systematized. 

The office of Superintendent of the Building has been 
created and Mr. Conrad Hewitt, a graduate of Princeton 
University, with experience both as an engineer and an archi- 
tect, has been appointed to this position. 

The Curatorship of Casts has been abolished, as a conse- 
quence of which the Museum has ceased to require the services 
of Dr. John A. Paine, who for many years has filled this 
position. 

Progress in the Arrangement of our Collections 

Many changes have been made in the arrangement of the 
collections, all looking toward their greater usefulness and 
intelligibility. 

The collection of sculpture in the main hall of entrance on 
Fifth Avenue has been rearranged and some of the pieces of 
lesser value have been temporarily withdrawn. The recent 
accessions in woodwork have been brought into two of the 
rooms at the right of the hall, together with the Coles Collec- 
tion, the tapestries from which have been hung here and in 
the Hall of Sculpture, where they are seen to advantage, 
improving also, by their color, the general effect of the hall. 

The Greek bronzes of all kinds have been collected in one 
room in the southeast corner of the main floor, where they 
fall into relation with other classical antiquities. 

The exhibit of laces, with many valuable additions, has 
been rearranged by an expert in a room especially prepared 
for it, in close relation with the room containing textiles. 

The collection of modern European and Oriental glass, 
formerly in the hall of entrance on the Park side of the build- 
ing, has been removed to a room connecting with other rooms 
containing ceramics, and also with the Moore Collection, which 
embraces many fine specimens of glassware. The Moore Be- 
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quest has itself been rearranged for the better classification and 
exhibition of this interesting group of objects. 

By the bringing together of several collections, the ex- 
hibit of arms and armor will assume the appearance that be- 
longs to it by reason of its importance. Some interesting 
Oriental armor has been added. 

The metal objects, particularly those in the precious 
metals found in the " Gold Room," have been reclassified and 
rearranged to show them more effectively. 

Many changes have been made in the galleries devoted to 
paintings. In April, Gallery 24 was newly decorated and hung 
with pictures chosen from among the various collections for 
their importance and for their decorative value in the room, 
without regard to their school, as a kind of object lesson. 

An adjoining room has been given to pictures of the 
English School; the Marquand Gallery has been rehung with 
paintings of the German, Dutch and Flemish Schools, and a 
third room has been allotted to the early French, German and 
Italian masters, or " Primitifs." 

Two galleries which formerly contained American paint- 
ings, together with examples of other schools, have now been 
given entirely to American artists. The Hearn Fund paint- 
ings are found here, in Gallery 13. 

The rearrangement of all these collections has furnished 
occasion for the withdrawal from exhibition of many objects, 
and has given an opportunity to label those that remain. 

The opening of special rooms for antique bronzes, vases 
and jewelry, arms and armor, and woodwork, with the care 
expended on the close classification of these collections in each, 
has greatly enhanced their interest as exhibits. 

Room of Recent Accessions 
In order that the large number of accessions referred to 
in the Bulletin, either by special note, or brief mention, may 
easily be found by those desirous of seeing them, a room has 
been arranged for their exhibition from month to month, be- 
fore they are distributed among the collections to which they 
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belong. This plan, adopted in July, has proved to be of real 
value both as a matter of Museum economy and as a source of 
convenience to those who, with a limited amount of time to 
spend, desire to quickly see the new acquisitions. 

Changes in the Organization and Facilities of the 
Museum Building 

The appointment of Mr. Conrad Hewitt, as Superin- 
tendent of the Building has already been alluded to. As 
Superintendent he has been placed in control of all the sub- 
ordinate employees of the Museum, other than Curators and 
Assistants, thus relieving the Director and Assistant Director 
of many of the burdens connected with the management of the 
building. Under his direction many necessary and important 
changes of internal arrangement have been made during the 
year. Among these are the following : 

New grates, with a system of balanced draught, have been 
installed in the boilers, and are expected to effect a large 
saving in the amount and cost of fuel consumed. 
The freight-elevator power has been changed from steam to 

electricity. 
The carpenter's shop has been equipped with modern 

machinery. 
New windows have been cut in the Library and in the 
Treasurer's office, thus giving greatly needed light and 
ventilation for the clerical force. 
New catalogue stands have been built and equipped. 
Lunch and retiring rooms have been set apart and equipped 

for the women members of the staff. 
A fireproof storeroom has been built in the place of the old 
wooden one, and a fireproof vault provided for the 
Registrar. 
Metal lockers are being installed for the attendants instead 

of the old wooden and plaster closets. 
Attention has been given to increased fire protection. Four- 
teen hundred and fifty feet of fire hose and thirteen fire 
extinguishers have been added to our equipment. 
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The night watchmen have been provided with portable, 
safety electric lamps, in place of the kerosene lamps pre- 
viously in use, and the old wooden partitions and floors 
have been removed. 

A roofer has been engaged to take the permanent care of the 
roof, and icicle guards have been built along the roof over 
the galleries. 

These are only some of the changes which have been made 
to improve the building and increase the convenience of the 
public and the safety of our collections. 

Photograph Department 

The reorganization of the Photograph Department upon 
a commercial basis went into efifect on August i, 1906, at 
which time the stock of photographic prints was very limited. 
Since then, a large number of the very extensive stock of 
negatives already made have been printed from and the supply 
is gradually increasing. It is the intention of the Trustees to 
make this department fully representative of the Museum's 
exhibits, and with this in view, special efforts are being made 
to make the supply at least equal the demand, until a com- 
plete stock of all subjects may be placed on sale. The an- 
nouncement of this intention has met with unexpected ap- 
proval. The new accessions are photographed as they are 
placed on exhibition, and the prints of all the new paintings 
and objects will be issued simultaneously with the exhibition 
of these new acquisitions. 

During the year 1906, concessions to photograph the pic- 
tures in the Museum have been granted to Messrs. Braun, 
Qement & Cie., of Paris, to the Detroit Publishing Co., to 
Messrs. Pach Bros., and to Messrs. Curtis & Cameron; and 
while these concessions call for the careful taking down and 
replacing of many of the pictures which cannot be photo- 
graphed in their places upon the walls of the galleries, the 
benefit to the public is manifest, as the Museum will be enabled 
to place on sale the specialities in carbon and other prints for 
which these photographers are famous. The supply will then 
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range from the ordinary silver prints for purposes of reproduc- 
tion to the highest standard prints. 

The income from the sale of photographs between August 
I, when the department was first organized, and the close of 
the year, has been $775.95, an increase of $629.65 over the 
income from this source during the entire year of 1905. 

The Library 

The number of books in the Library on December 31, 
1906, was 12,767. The additions during the last year have 
been : — 

By purchase from income of Jacob S. Rogers 

Fund 2,369 vols. 

By purchase from income of Museum funds. . 183 " 
By gift 215 " 

It is gratifying to report that the additions by gift have 
been greater than for some years past. 

The number of photographs added to the collection during 
the last year was about 12,000, chiefly by purchase, so that the 
Museum collection of photographs now numbers over 14,000. 
This collection is not yet ready for public use, but it is being 
arranged and mounted as rapidly as possible, and it is expected 
that it will be available to the public before the end of the 
coming summer. 

In the selection of books, endeavor has been made to 
strengthen all the departments of the fine and industrial arts, 
in order that the Curators and others may be supplied with the 
reference works they need for the proper performance of the 
work of their several departments. 

In this development of the Museum Library, it is not the 
desire of the Museum to compete with or duplicate the popu- 
larizing work of the New York Public Library, but to provide 
a place where students, including the officials of the Museum, 
and visitors generally, may pursue their literary investigations 
in subjects connected with the arts represented in its collec- 
tions, and where they may find the materials which will aid 
them in determining doubtful points in regard to the history 
or significance of any object in the Museum in which they are 

interested. 
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Mr. Edward Robinson, Assistant Director, has kindly 
placed his library of 1,200 volumes and 500 pamphlets on sub- 
jects relating to classical archaeology at the service of the 
Librarian, and it is hoped that the Library card catalogue will 
soon contain both author and subject cards of all the works 
contained in Mr. Robinson's library. 

The Museum Bulletin 

The Museum Bulletin, with the December Issue, com- 
pleted its first volume. Commencing as a quarterly, it was 
almost immediately changed to a bi-monthly and later to a 
monthly. This growth was a natural evolution from its 
original plan, which was to be a means of communication 
between the officers and staff of the Museum and its members. 

The Bulletin has kept within its self-imposed humble 
sphere. It has sought to present itself in simple, tasteful typog- 
raphy, as becomes the organ of a museum of art. It has de- 
clined to receive advertisements. It has chronicled the many 
accessions which the Museum has received during the year, 
and has illustrated the more important of them. 

It will continue to be published as heretofore in the same 
general form and under the same direction. 

Extension of the Museum 

Work is in progress on a part of the new north wing. 
The further extension of this wing on the Fifth Avenue front 
has been authorized. 

The Trustees have also authorized the construction of a 
new wing to accommodate the Library, which has entirely 
outgrown its present quarters. The estimated cost of this 
Library wing is about $75,000. When completed it will release 
for administrative purposes the space it now occupies. 

The Trustees have also authorized an increase in the size 
of the dome lights in the Hall of Sculpture in the Fifth Avenue 
wing. 

Careful consideration to plans for future enlargement is 
being given by the Committee on Buildings. 
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The More Important Accessions during the Year 

A full list of all accessions will be found at page 39 and 
the following pages. They number 2,007 objects of art, of 
which 955 were by gift and 1,052 by purchase. 

Brief mention was made of the George A. Hearn gift in 
the Annual Report of the Trustees for 1905, although it be- 
longed to the benefactions of 1906. 

The Bulletin for February printed in full a letter from 
Mr. Hearn, under date of January 11, 1906, in which he sets 
forth the terms of his generous gift of thirty-eight paintings 
and the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, the 
income of which is to be used for the purchase of paintings by 
artists now living, who are, or may be at the time of purchase, 
citizens of the United States. With this letter was presented, 
also, the report of the sub-committee to whom the gift was 
referred by the Executive Committee, and which clearly sets 
forth the circumstances under which the conditions imposed 
by Mr. Hearn were accepted. The following quotation is from 
the official announcement made in the Bulletin at that time : 

" For the complete understanding of this matter it should be 
stated that Mr. Hearn originally intended to make his gift conditional 
upon an agreement on the part of the Museum that his fifty-one pic- 
tures or those which might be substituted for them, should always be 
kept together in the gallery in which they now are, or in another 
gallery, equally well lighted, and that this condition was based upon 
his conviction that juxtaposition in such a room of pictures of different 
schools and periods, was the most appropriate way of showing them. 
Mr. Hearn has most considerately yielded his desire on this point to 
the views of his fellow Trustees, who were of the opinion that the 
Museum should not accept such gifts with a condition attached as to 
their permanent location in the Museum. 

" It should be noted that Mr. Hearn, with great forethought, has 
provided for every contingency that is likely to arise in such a collec- 
tion as his. Not only does he propose to substitute better examples of 
the artists' skill, whenever he can obtain them, in each instance of 
proposed substitution with the consent of the Trustees, but he provides 
for the withdrawal of any pictures which, on examination by an ex- 
pert to be appointed by the Museum, should not prove to be authentic, 
and gives a substantial fund to replace them. Moreover, in his scheme 
for the encouragement of American painting, Mr. Hearn provides for 
sale and exchange, so that if any artist already represented in this 
collection should paint a picture superior to that already possessed by 
the Museum, that superior picture can be bought and the inferior 
picture sold. 

"The deliberate character of Mr. Hearn's gift is well exemplified 
by the care and forethought with which he has guarded every such 
detail." 
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Among the accessions by gift, two besides the gift of Mr. 
George A. Hearn, deserve especial mention, not because they 
are the most valuable but because of the personal relation 
which prompted them. The one is the gift by Mr. William T. 
Blodgett and Miss Blodgett of four paintings, by Constable, 
Gainsborough, Reynolds, and Romney, respectively, in memory 
of their father, Mr. William Tilden Blodgett, one of the found- 
ers of the Museum. This gift has indeed great intrinsic value, 
but it is mentioned not on this account, but because of the 
personal element involved. The other is also peculiarly accept- 
able on account of the kindly sentiment by which it was in- 
spired. It is the gift by Madame Paul Dubois of four casts 
from important sculptures of her husband, whose reputation 
was international and to whose memorial our own countrymen 
have contributed. 

Collections of American Art 

Gratifying progress has been made during the year in 
our effort to increase our collection of representative American 
art, both in the department of paintings and that of sculpture, 
and it is satisfactory to note that the most important additions 
came by gift. Thirty-three pictures and twenty-eight bronzes 
have been added during the year, from the hands of American 
painters and sculptors. Among the more important are the 
following : 

The gift of Mr. Hearn already referred to contains 
thirteen paintings by American artists. 

" Carmencita," by William M. Chase, the gift of Sir William 

Van Home. 
"Nocturne in Green and Gold" (Cremorne Gardens), by 
James Abbott McNeill Whistler, the gift of Mr. Harris 
C. Fahnestock. 
" Girl and Cow," by Theodore Robinson, the gift of Mr. 

William T. Evans. 
" The Mares of Diomedes," a bronze group by Gutzon- 

Borglum, the gift of Mr. James Stillman. 
Portraits of Indians (bronze medallions), by Olin S. 
Warner, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick S. Wait. 

27 



THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 

The tentative lists of some of the best-known American 
painters and sculptors who either are not at all or are not 
adequately represented in our collections have been corrected 
to date, and are repeated in an appendix to this report. 

Conclusion 

This report docs not chronicle any startling event in the 
history of the Museum. There has been no important change 
in the personnel of its officers. No new policy has been 
inaugurated. No single object of great value has been added 
to our collections. It is, however, all the more impressive in its 
record of steady and orderly progress in every department and 
along every line of museum activity, and particularly along 
those lines which make for scientific development, systematic 
arrangement and business management, all fundamental to 
greatest attainments in the future. 
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